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a millionaire. The work was all don
during the night time, and I was out
more or less every night, but !nerally
home by half-pa- st ten or eleven
o'clock. I had but little to do duringth day but to ride around and ob-
serve the condition of the streets.

It was while managing the street
sweeping contract that I was Invited
to attend an entertainment given by
the Associated Alumnaa of the State
university at Berkeley. With a high
appreciation of the honor I accepted
the invitation, and arrived at the place
of meeting Just aa the men were call
ed off from labor and mustered in to
refreshments. At the entranoe I met
an old-tim- e Folsom friend who soem-e- d

to be a sort of manager, and whose
gift of stammering was something
wonderful. After exchanging greet-
ings and congratulations, said he:

"I'm to on

"Thank you." said I, "do you know
where I live?"

"Oh, I
he answered, "I

to on
a

"Don't you do it." said t "for I have
come here to listen and not to talk."

at

to
?"

"Now, look here," said I, '1 am
out of themes, so don't you call

upon me."
He left me then, and I thought the

matter had had ended, but after the
recess, when one or two speeches had
been made, and P.ev. Dr. Eells had
delivered his staid, sobr-side- d ad-
dress. Dr. Stone, the president of the
association, arose in his place and call-
ed upon me. I was dumbfounded,
but I managed to recover In time to
respond, and this Is part of what I
said: (But I will remark right here
that I can always remember better
what I have said after saying it than
I oan what I am going to say before
I say It. "Here's where we open," as
the knife said to the oyster.)

"Mr. President, Ladies and Gentle-
men: To say that I am surprised at
being called upon to address you but
feebly expresses my emotion, for I
came not here to talk, but to sit at the
feet of these Gamaliels and learn wis-
dom, to drink from the Pierian spring

I think that is the name of the
spring, but there are so many springs
nowadays that It is hard to keep tiie
run of them. But I am glad to be
here for several reasons, and the first
is the pleasure of greeting your hon-
ored president. We have known each
other long and well. The same lovely
New England town that can boast of
being his birthplace I also honored by
having been born there; we have flown
our kites by the same st

wind, swam in the same river, skated
on the same pond, and although he
was a Congregationalist and I a Bap-
tist, it did not prevent us from attend-
ing the same circus a yielding of doc-

trinal points exceedingly rare in those
days. I remember well when he left
the old rooftree to plunge Into the mys
teries and miseries of a Yale col leg
career, and-- went whaling: he to con-
sume the mldnlgiht oil, and I to fur-
nish the supply. And now, here, in
this far-aw- land wa find our occu-

pations running parallel. President
Giiman is here In Berkeley, teaching
the young to go forth and fight the
battle of life, while I am in San Fran-
cisco, oaring for the understanding
of tlia people by running a street-sweepi-

machine. But to return to
that spring I don't recall the

"name
Her a gentleman In the audience

prompted me "Pierian.'"
"That's It." said I. "Now, that gen-

tleman knows more about my speech
than I do, and would be planned t
have him go on and anish it," and
then and Utre I stopped. At the close
of the xrlses I was mad the Vic-

tim of another surprise, tr being
beartlhjr congratulated by President
Giiman and Rev. Dr. Stone.

It was at 'this time, or -- hs a
few yar earlier, when the California
tbea&ar waa running with the best
stock company of any theater tn the
conrvwy. and when John
had few equals and no superiors as a
manager, that Mr. McCullough char-t-

the steam yacht Elaine, and with
a party consisting of himself, "Billy!'
Vwa4, Cia fiwcwiuiV tlartf. Won,

d it in about eighteen months. We
took the contract from the Central
Pacific Rairoad company, as kt was a
portion of the road which was to con-
nect the great transcontinental road
with Ban Francisco. But the company
had so worded our contract as to give
them the privilege of classifying; the
work after it was opened and they
could form some idea of the kind of
material we had to move, so, after the
first month, they went over the work
and made a difference of six thousand
Vlollars in our estimate on the second
month's work. Then, with a verbal
understanding, we went to work on
the third month, and when 'tho engl
neer's estimate waa sent in they cut
us down live thousand dollars on that,
after .which we saw that it was no use
to try and bring them to any kind of a
written agreement by which we could
hold them, so we threw up the con-
tract and bent our endeavors towards
getting a settlement which would en
able us to recover what we had in
vested in the work, if nothing more
The trouble wa that although the
company had built a great many miles
of railroad themselves and. had cross

d the Sierra Nevadas. yet' they had
never known what the cost should
have been, as It was the only railroad
ing they had ever done, and in that
they all had been for going ahead re-

gardless of expense. So it appeared,
they wanted to experiment with us
and find out the cost and then build
the road themselves.

In 1868 the first epidemic of small-
pox visited San Francisco, and it was
surprising to see how unconcerned the
people were about it. At the first out-
break the' victims were removed im-

mediately to the pest house, but when
it became known mow miserably they
were treated many who were afflicted
with the disease had such an uncon-
querable horror of the place that their
friends preferred to take the risk of
concealing the state of the case and
nursing the patients at home. An ord-
inance was passed by the board of
supervisors requiring; that a yellow
flag should be displayed from all
houses where small-pos- x ealsted, and
it was a penal offense to refuse to
neglect to comply with the require-
ment. Consequently, the little yellow
flags were to be seen In ell parts of
the city, and it was nothing unusual
to see one displayed at the same en-
trance with a sign, "To Bpnt" I
could not help thinking how different-
ly such thing were regarded in my
native town, where a single case of
small-po- x would be enough to cause
the blockading of a whole street.

This small-po- x was a curious affair.
People were scared enough but they
found precautions were no safeguard.It seemed to be sporadic, and in ths
end they Just trusted to luck to escape
It. Old country folks said It was not
like the disease they knew. It left
worse scars, and vaccination was no
protection. There wasn't any use In
getting scared or anything: else. We
have had epidemics since-- , but nothing
to compare with that one, either in
extent or virulence. Old and young,
rich and poor, clean eBJ filthy got it
alike and it was a sort of "eat, drink
and be merry, ' for tomorrow we may
have the small-pox.- "

I have several of the letters I wrote
home about this time, but few of the
events recorded are of general Interest.
In contrast to my father's ropewalk
waa one I visited in 1868 at the Po-trer- o.

Of all the ropewalks I have
ever seen this one was way ahead. It
was about two thousand feet long and
the spinning and laying was all done
by machinery. They worked manilla
exclusively, and the Chinese, who
formed the bulk of the employes, were
as regular and precfie as the ma-
chinery itself. The engine room was
like a parlor.In 1870 one of the mail twins bound
east was stopped and robbed by sev-
eral men, who, perhaps, had been dis-
appointed in not Drawing a bir prlreIn the Mercantile Libra? LoWrV. Ttos
affair created qvlte a sensation tbfen,
but I do not recollect the particulars.

The street sweeping machines thai
were formerly used in San Francisco
were introduced by ai, and as I se-
cured the contract for sweeping the
city's streets, according- - to alt calcu-
lations I should have become a vtryrich man, but when mv contract n- -
pired I was by no mean with a um
dx&MoU 40 feata, teoMi Bart f

tague. "Steve" Ierh, Col. W. W.
Dodge, Gov. Newton Booth and myself,
we crossed the bay to Angel Island
and landed at Quarry wharf. Leavingthe steward to prepare the elegantlunch that Mr. McCullough had order-
ed rrom the Maison Riahe, we called
upon the Irishman, who. with his fam-
ily, was in charge of that art of the
island, it being a government reserva-
tion. Arriving at the house, the keep-
er met us, and Mr. Boucicault

him in his native language.
Never shall I forget the surprise and
delight tliat showed on that keeper's
face as he listened to Mr. Boucicault
while he talked in a languor familiar
in boyhood, but unheard for years.
The wife, who was whitewashl"- - an
adjoining room, cam running In Just
as she was. barefooted, with her drewi
to her knees, exposing limbs of perfect
formation. I really thought she would
embrace the author of all rejoicing,
but she controlled hur impulse and in-

stead, brought out three iarg pans
of milk wKb. the cream on top half an
inch thick. Then John MeCullough.
with hi proverbial forethought, sent
to the yacht for a couple of bottles of
whiskey, and the best milk punch I
ever tasted was brewed then and there,
and we brewed and we quaffed, and we
sang and we laughed, until word came
from the steward that lunch had been
ready for an hour, so w bade good-b- y

to our lowly entertainers, and firo-ceed-

to partake of a lunch which
ras simply gorgeous.

After lunch we started for horn via
Raccoon Straits, which is th passage
between Angel Island and the main-
land. As w were passing through
the struit It was suggested that we
call in at Sausahto, ns tne new hotel
there was about linished and we might
assist In Its dedication. Captain Archie
Harlow, the sailing master, was re-

quested to consult Mr.
as to whether or not we should put in-

to Sausalito. and when ho was told
the wishes of the gentlemen, he said".

"Well, why don't you do It?"
"Because." said the eanta!n, "I am

afraid we'll be too late for the thea-
ter."

The milk punch having got In its
work, he replied:

"Damn the odds! Give the theater an
off night. Go into Sausalito."

And we went in. Arriving at the
whnrf we found two milk peddlers
with emoty cans lashed to the backs
of two mules. These were chartered,
and, mounted by two of the party, led
the procession up to the hotel, where
we were received with all the honors,
but as the barroom waa the on- l- part
of the hotel finished, we dedicated that
to the Queen's taste, and then return-
ed to the city. I dined with Colonel
I'odge at the Union club, after which
we attended the theater) and met John
McCullough at the entrance, lie ask-
ed where we were golnr and we an-

swered, to the theater. Tie said: "Go
right up. to my box," and up we went.
After the first act I fell asleep, and
was awakened by my friend Dodge
declaiming on the stage--. I very care-

fully .moved aside the curtain, an.1
saw that the play was over and the
entire audience had lft. Some one
was sleeping on ths opposite side of
the box, and I Investigated and found
it was John MeCulInm-- h I left and
wended my way to the outlet, where
I came to a door that fastened with a
bar. I swung the bar and opened th
door, and there stood "Charley" Chand-
ler, tho manager of th bar, wiping
glasses. 'I entered, and presantlv th
whole party cam tn and we drank
the health of the generous host, and
thus ended th most delightful event
of that theatrical season. Tls for-
tunate that I should be living to write
it. as every other member of that de-

lightful prty is dead.
After disposing of my interest in

the patent street wepef and th elty
contract for a good, round sum, I was
waiting for a "sure tiling" as a profit-
able Investment. Mr. Richard Buford
of Buford's express, in the early
fifties, came to Sao Francises fru
New York, wher he had been T!vtii
since leaving CaltSornla. He had In-

vested In a "Patent Sunlight Oaa
Burner," with a view to introducing
It in the radii e stntes. and he bad
any quantity of testimonials from ths
hicrher walks of New York society
recommended it as the biggest thing
out. "Dick" called on m 4 my ofilre
iaithaub I bsd go 14 ojt ont QPOtuMt,

I atill retaijied my office) and I wag
pleased to meet him. as I had known
him well long ao, when he waa in ths
express business. After talkiur of ol jtimes for awhile he opened up on his
new-fangl- light, and he dilated up-
on its buuutles and brilliancy In sucll
glowing terms that I became deeply
rnterehted. He informed m that, not
being very well otT, he would dispo'
of the patent-rig- ht at a very reason-
able figure, and I, thinking that this
was the opportunity of my life, botiglil
him out, paying him live hundred dol-
lars riwn and the balance In notes. X

would be pleased to explain how th
thing worked but it is so king since I
have seen one that I have forgottaabout it. However, In order to iniro
duce It properly, I had a lure- spaca
In the Mechanics' pavilion and durlrusj
the Mechanics' fair that spac shons
with a brilliaury that put every other
exhibit in tho shad. Ah. It v.a
grand! It was dazzling! And I re
eelved many orders to nly families
and offices with the light, so that whei
the first note came due it was promt
ly pal. I. But the other two ar still
among Mr. Buford's assets, ior when,
the novelty wore oft tlier were no
further demands for the light, and t
very quietly retired from the "Paten!
Sunlight Gas" business.

I had placed two of the light on th
table of Mr. Frederick MeCrellUli's
dining room, and as h was at that
time editor of Ths Alta California, I
modestly anked htm to say a good worl
for the light. He said:

"Why, certainly." And th next dajtI reoeived th folowlng:
"My Dear Mr. Bromley:
"Your light is a grand success. Tha

two that you put In place on my tabl
have served to magnify the eatables
to such an extent that I find ths Mile
for xupniies have been rerinoed all eg
ono-hal- f, and long; may you wav.--McCrelllsh."

For fear that the publio would sua
pec.t that so flattering a testimonial
rnu't li.iv been paid for, it was navt-- t

published. -
My first adventure 1n the patent

right business was the purchasing of
of an "India Rubber Paint" establUh-- .

ment. and for about a yenr I ran it
for all that was In It. Th Metro
polltan theater and a large number of
other public buildings and private ree
Idences were made beautiful by
couple of coats of rubber paint, whlla
the roofs of houses and the climbing)
of long ladders became as familiar t
me ns household words, and I waa faet
developing Into a first -- claas artist when
it dawned upon me that ss a eootrarw
or I waa not a success, as ths "othes
follow" would gt the benefit of m
fears of being too enact me I, there
fore, turned th whol business In t

the original owners and was "out"1
about five hundred dollar, lloaevenjI quit with a name untarnished fcs)
contact with "India Rubber Psint."

The White Pin excitement was theoj.the topic in the commua
nlty, and after calmly deliberating
upon my c4iane of making mv for-
tune In the newly discovered rt.-- h dlg
glngs I decided to seek mv fortune at
Treasure Hills In Whit Pin coiintytI went, I saw, and I eeme away agsnt
Just as soon aa I could raise the mon
to pey my stage fare, and thus w
the pathway of my life during fheg
poewfl. strown wun disappointment!Yet 1 didn't take them much to heart.
for I knew, "It lonx lane tha
hath no turning."

Soon after mv return home T met
Gov. Stanford and I suggested to hin
that as I waa foot-lo- o I would n
pleased to accept a situation with tha
Southern Pacilic Railroad companv,
should .there be any vacancy. 11

aeemd o think favorably of the pro-
position end In a few days I receive
notice oY my appointment as receiving;
clerk In the freight department of th
railroad. The position was ready fo
immediate ocmpatlon and I Immedi-
ately occupied tt and for eighteen
months I rerrlved and elrned for every
pound of freight delivered at th
depot at the fixt of Third and Town- -
send streets. When I left. It require
Just three men to accomplish the worst
which 1 had performed alone fag
eighteen months.

It was during my clerkship rbat tt
freight tooBf b'Sng tuillt near tta
depot for the transportation of Iade4
freight oar across th bey. thus sasjiCoutinuad u r TMv)

By

appearance before the noisy audience.
My speech had the desired effect, but
the first intimation that I had said
anything worth while was given me
when I found that instead of continu-
ing their preparations, the ladies had
stopped dead still and listened to me.
The next day, I met the editor of The
Santa Cruz Sentinel at the hotel, and
said he:

"Oh, I've got you down all righK"
"What do you mean?" said I.
"Well," said he, "I took your speechdown in shorthand and I am going to

publish it."
"Don't you do it." I answered, "for

I have friends outside of Santa Cruz,
and should they see that speech theywill think I have gone into my second
childhood."

'lien he said he would obey mywishes in the matter, but he claimed
tiiat when he came to make up his
paper he found he needed about that
much to fill it, so the speech appearedin print, much o my annoyance. Nev-
ertheless, and to my astonishment, it
became quite famous as "Uncle
George's School Speech." Mrs. Eliza-
beth Stuart Phelps, while visitingPresident D. C. Giiman of the Johns
Hopkins university at Baltimore, was
shown a copy of it which she sent to
Mr. Whitelaw Roid, and he gave it to
my brother, who was then on the ed-
itorial staff of The New York Tri-
bune, who. in turn, sent it to me. The
copy I have reads thus:
"Ladies, Gentlemen and Children: I

appear before you to apologize for the
of the two gentle-men whose names appear on the pro-

gramme, and I am requested to makea little speech as a substitute for the
song they were to sing. Now, I was
calculating to address the children on
this occasion, but, unfortunately, the
young lady who was to accompanythe address on the piano was so over-
come by its rehearsal that she has not
been out of the house since. There-
fore I will have to deliver the address
without the accompaniment and leave
out the most affecting part for' fear
of consequences.

Now, if there is any one thing thatI love to do better than another, it is
to make speeches to children, because
I iove them, and, in fact, I have it
from very good authority that I was
onef a little' boy myself, and althoughnot so good as some other little boys,the only reason for that was thatthere were so many other little boysthat were better than I was. So yousee how mar I came to being one ofthe best little boys in the district. I
mention this for your encouragement.Now. we want you nil to be .goodchildren and to love your books' and
your teachers. I love your teachers
because they are the most lovable of
anv teachers T have ver VnMfn ota
they have worked very hard to ge upthis entertainment, to raise moneyto put a new floor in the schoolhouse,
and to get nice new scats for the little
boys' trousers no. nice new trousers
f ir the little boys' seats no, I don'tmean that, either. What I do mean is
to get new se;-!- to keep the boysfrom wearing out their trousers.

ow, they have worked hard to do
ail this and have sometimes sat up lateat night, and I have been so sorrv
that I could not sit up with them and
help them. Hut I couldn't, because I
had to sit up at the hotel and let in
the people who were out late. Now,
I want you all to.be good children!
and never keep the man at the hotel
up late to let you in when he wants
to be sitting up with your teachers
and helping them to get up a festi-
val to raise money to buy a new floor
and ail that sort of thing for the
schoolhouse. Now. if what I am say-
ing is too deep for you children to
understand, you can get your parentsto explain it in the morning, after
they get through dancing.When I was- a little bov, how I did
love to go to school (Saturday after-
noon.), and kw swsH tin t fcetnemhet

George Tisdale Bromley

my first sum in arithmetic; and I was
proud of it. for it was some sum, I
thought. I can see it now as plainlyas if it were but twenty-fiv- e or thirtyyears ago. I set it down, then I add-
ed it up. It was ought and ought is
ought, and ought is ought to oughtI cut off the top line; and it proved
correctly. I took it to the teacher and I
thought he would .get- - m a situation
in the corner grocery. I was so qutekat figures. He looked' at the sum and
passed back the slate, and eaid he:
"You have figured up Just about all
you will ever amount to." I didn't
know, at that time, what he meant,
so I thanked him and asked him if I
couldn't stand up and see wfto whisp-
ered. He eaid no. but I might go home
and tell my mother to put a nail in
my forehead to hang: my hat on, as it
was a pity to wear out good hats on
such a head. We all loved that teach-
er (when tie moved away). He was
very pious, and always opened school
with prayer, or a long stick, and we
used to Uiink he didn't care which, for
he told us once that he was bound to
have the school opened on time if he
had to open it with an oyster knife.
He was so pious that he used to read
Scripture to us, but he was very for-
getful, and once he tried to tell us of
what is said of "Suffer little children,"
but he forgot the rest, and so th lit-
tle children had to suffer.

Now, I want to show you the im-
portance of Improving your time, I
once knew a little boy in San Jose who
loved to go to school an loved his
books, and he grew up to be great and
wise and good, and when he had
learned all there was In San Jose he
went to Milpitas, and there he was
made postmaster, and when the other
two men moved away he set up a ho-
tel and had no opposition. So, you
see, you must love your books if you
want to oe postmaster at Muimtas.
and then, again, if you ever get to
Know enougn to make a speech, at a
school festival, you will know how
easy it U to begin and how hard it is
to leave off, for I have been tryingabout five minutes to stop this one of
mine and can only 'do so now by ab-
ruptly bidding you good night."

My excuse for reproducing this speechhere is the cordial manner in which
it was received at the time, and also
on a later occasion, when I embodied
It in an address given at the Temple
Emanu-E- l in this city.'Another hotel experience of mine
was in 1878. I went down to Santa
Barbara and for a few weeks man
aged the Arlington. But the proprietor of the hotel was a Spiritualist, and
he was told toy some one in the other
world that I was not the right man to
run his hotel. The spirit pointed out
the right man and he took my Job,
while I returned to San Francisco.

CHAPTER VII.

Railroad Building The Smallpox Epi-
demic Train Robbery An

Ropewalk Street Sweeping
A University Alumnae Banquet I

Meet President Giiman Angel Island
Thirf--- Years Ago McCullough and
the Milk Punch India Rubber Plant
Episode Mining in White Pine My
S. P. Engagement I Christen a
Frenght Boat A Sure Thing In

Lighting Apparatus.
In 1SS I was Interested In a contract

for grading and laying the tracks on
that portion of the "Western Pacific
Railroad" lying between Alameda and
Stockton. The length of that section
was about forty miles, and the work
involved an estimated outlay of about
a million dollars. If we had been per-
mitted to go on and finish the work
as we bad commenced and at the rate
at which we were jnM for the first
month we would have cleared at least
a hundred thousand Collars on the
Contract, ad sv fittUM ba cornjloW

CHAPTR VI.

Keeping Hotel in San Jose Governor
Stanford's Proposition The Santa
Cruz Hotel A Narrow Escape from
Becoming Del Monte'c Manager A

Speech That, Unsought, Brought
Fame Santa Barbara.

After nine years of railroading I
graduated and bought tut a hotel at
tian Jose, in 1S64. Naturally, as pro-
prietor of the Continental hotel, I
scored such a success as no other
hotel man in that town could come
within gariHrrot of. After I had been
in the hotel business in San Jose long
enough to have, established a credit-
able reputation as a host, I was one
day honored by a visit from Governor
and Mrs. Stanford. They came in the
morning and remained all day, and
seemed to be pleased with the estab-
lishment and lj!s appointments. After
lunch the governor suggested "that we
should go out and sit under the awn-
ing, an he had a matter of some im- -'

portanee to discuss with me. I could
not imagine what it could be, bu was
not long awaiting enlightenment. Soon
after we were stated. Governor Stan-lor- d

asked me how I was making out
in hotel keeping. I answered:'

"Very well, indeed; much better than
I expected"

"Well," said the governor, "I have
a proposition to make to you. Mr.

Crocker is now the "superintendent of
our railroad, and he is also managingthe building of the road, which occu-
pies all his time. He - knows of the
proposition I am about to make to
you, and it meets with his approval.It is this: That you sell out this hotel

i business, return to Sacramento and
take Mr. Crocker's place as superin-
tendent of the Central Pacific rail-
road."

The- proposition startled me, and I
could not believe that he was in earn-
est. There were fewer railroad men
In California than there were in later
years, and I have always thought it
was to that that I owed the distinc-
tion. I told Governor Stanford that I

' appreciated the honor beyond the p..-- --

er of words to express, and with all
my heart I thanked him for his flatter-
ing opinion of my capabilities as a
railroad man. It was proud to know
that my nine years' service in the
Sacramento Valley had won the ap-
proval of such men as composed the
Central Pacilic Tiailrorut company, but
I had become enamored of my hotel
life, and with many thanks I declined
the honor. The governor seemed some.
what disappointed at the result of the
interview, and I afterward learned
that he had' come to San Jose with
the express Intention of inducing me
to accept the position. Many times,
afterward, during my career as a ho-
tel keeper, it occurred to me that had

told the first man I met, after my
conversation with the governor, that
lie could, have the establishment for
Just what he chose to offer, and gone
back to Sacramento, It "would have
been the wisest thing I could have
done. I would not row have to thik
of walking in order to economize car-
fare. And yet. I would have missed
so much fun, and so many .lolly times,
that, taking it all In all. perhaps, it is
better as it Is. I could not be hap-
pier, nor enjoy better health, if I own-
ed a whole railroad myself, and were
the president and" the board of direct-
ors combined:
. .Tn istjfi the wooden hotel at Santa
Cruz went up In smoke, but the on-n-1

ers saved the lot and decided to build
another hotel on the same site if I
would consent to manage It. Nego-
tiations were opened, and everything
being satisfactory. I sold out at San
Jose and settled down tn Santa Cruz,
whioli I found much easier than set--;
tling up after two years of bard work.
I named the hostelry the Pacific Ocean
House, and for fwo seasons tt was
tiloa wtta tits, atceei freoaii that eter

visited a summer resort, and so pop-
ular that real estate In Santa Cruz
increased in value from twenty-fiv- e
to fifty per cent. But the busy sea-
son is only between three and four
months in duration and the dull times
intervening get away with all the
pronts. I stood it until the winter of
!)!. and then gave it ud and returned

I to San Francisco. Meeting an old- -
time friend who had leased the Napa
Springs hotel he asked what I had
cleared- in the hotel business. I told
him that I had cleared a three-ra- il

fence in getting away from the sheriff.
He shook his head and hinted at mis-
management, but I met him again at
tile' end of the season.

' barley," said I, "how did you make
out?"

"Well," said he, "I didn't quite clear
that fence."

Hut such were the tips and downs
of Jiotel life in those days.

ft was while employed as a store-
keeper in the San Francisco custom
house, a good many years later, that 1

received a message from the Southern
Pacilic Railroad company, asking me
to roiiK to their office at the corner
of Fourth anil Townsend streets, as
they wanted to Fee me on business.
Now, that was what you might call a
stunner, but I went, and there I found
the four men who built the first rail-
road across the continent. After a
very cordial greeting they unfolded
the plan in which I had been summon-
ed to take part and which proved to
be the building of a hotel at Montereywhich would surpass anything on this
side of the continent. They had can-
vassed the state in search of the rightman to act as manager and proprietor,and had fixed their choice on me. Talk
or a peal of thunder from a clear sky!That wouldn't be in it, compared to my
surprise at the announcement, but on
recovering I expressed my apprecia-tion of the honor, but said I would
have to consult my wile. They agreedto this, and when I made the propo
sition Known to her, it was some little
time before she took it in, and then she
said:

"George, if you should take thathotel you wouldn't live three years.Your hotel life at Santa Cruz would
have worn you out hi a yerv few sea-
sons more, and for you to take chargeof such a hotel as they propose buirfl-in- g

at Monterey, your days would be
numbered."

I thought so myself, and consequent-
ly 1 wrote to the railroad officials
thanking them for the honor they had
conferred, stating the opinion of my
wife had expressed and my own con-
currence in her very sensible conclu-
sion, after due deliberation. So I did
not take charge of the Hotel del Monte,
but the fact of its management "Hav-
ing been offered to me is evidence that
my failure at the Santa Cruz hotelwn not attributed to any fault of
mine.

It was during the quiet winter
months at Santa Cruz that the ladv
teachers of the public school decided
to get up an entertainment to raise
lunds for repairing the schoolhouse.
as the school funds were entirely ex-- J
nausiea. were made, pro-
grammes were Issued, and the commu-
nity was on the tip-to- e of expectation.On the evening of the entertainment I
was behind the scenes assisting tjieJadics in preparing their tableaux. But
when ths time came for beginning the
exercises, the two gentlenyen who were
to furnish a song as the opening num-- d

oer nan "talien down, so to speak,and the half-grow- n men and boys
who composed a large part of the au-
dience heiame so noisy in manifestingtheir impatien.-- e that the ladies began
to grow anxious and asked me if I
would not go out on the stage and saya few words to keep them quiet. I
was rot on the programme, but tt was
not in my nature to refuse anv rea-
sonable request coming- from a" lady,

o J got myself together aad made my

..S'K 1....
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